Comparative politics -  how govs operate and people behave in political life / realities
Globalization – growing interconnectedness of govs, non-state actors, and pops through

                         Pol, eco, technological, cultural, environmental and other interactions

Democratization – transition from non-democratic to democratic forms of government

WTO – World Trade Organization 1995. global economic links 2006 – 149 members

IMF – International Monetary Fund agency of UN loans money to governments in need

NGO – non governmental agencies concerned citizens and experts seek to inform public

           And influence governments, institutions, private corps, to address part. Problems

National Endowment for Democracy – 1980’s created by US to promote democracy
         Around the world. 

Democracy – people determine who governs. Held accountable. Legal limits on the gov

               Authority by guaranteeing certain rights and freedoms to the citizens

Authoritarianism- dictatorship places governing authorities above the people.

Totalitarianism – most extreme variant of authoritarianism. Dominates political social

Theocracy – a state run by religious authorities

Mixed regimes – combines elements of democracy and authoritarianism

Political economy – broad relationship between politics and economies. How resources

       Are dealt with through the political process

Identity – the ways in which individuals and groups are defined in a society / populations

Gini Coefficient (Gini Index)- measures ratio of rich to poor people. Degree of social

       Economic inequalities. Perfect=0  max inequality=100

Ethnicity- a form of group indentification or distinctiveness based on common biological

    Ancestry in the distant past. Based on the belief in such a common biolog. Ancestry.

Cross cutting cleavages – social divisions.  Occur when the various factors that make up

  An individuals social identity tends to pull that person in different political directions.

Polarizing cleavages – factors composing social identity pull in the same polit. Direction

Ideology – a coherent set of ideas and guidelines defining the nature and role of govern

    Should be and prescribes the main goals people should pursue thru political action

Liberal democracy – emphasizes freedom of the individual. Intellectual, religious, speech, business, political choice

Social democracy – emphasizes collective welfare of society as a whole. Ensures a 

   Certain minimum of eco welfare for all citizens

Socialism- central premise economy based on private enterprise, capitalism, gives eco
   And political power to a few. Abolish free enterprise system. Control over factories,

   Farms, banks,stores, other eco enterprises in the hands of the people as a whole

Fascism – aggressive nationalism glorifies one’s own people, racism, devotion to state

Values – spiritual or moral principles, ideals, or qualities of life people favor 4 own sake

       Freedom, justice, equality, security, order, community

Rational choice theory – individuals behave in politics based on self interest, increase

  Their gains, minimize their costs and risks on the basis of their personal preference.

Zero-sum game – one player’s loss is another player’s gain in equal measure.

Prisoner’s dilemma – why conflicts so hard to resolve. More rational for each player to

  Be uncooperative. Outcome not determined by one decision maker.
Value judgments – evaluations made on basis of values, standards, or ideals. Ethical

  Principles, aesthetic standards, tastes, personal preferences. Not simply states of facts

Empirical analysis – centered on facts.discover,describe, explain facts and factual 

   Relationships to the extent that the facts are knowable.

Variables – something that can vary or change, take different forms or be a changeable

   Characteristic of a phenomenon.

Dependent variables – the variable we are most interested in explaining or examining.

   The main object of the study. It is the effect or  outcome that is influenced or caused

   By another variable or variables. The variable whose value changes in response to 

   Changes in the value of other variables

Independent variables – the factor or characteristic that influences or causes the dependent variable. In cause and effect relationships, it is the causal or explanatory 

  Variable. Changes in the value of the independent variable may produce changes in the

   Dependent variable.

Intervening variables – located in-between the independent and dependent variable. 

   Factors like education, knowledge of the issues, citizen’s sense of pol efficacy

Correlations – or associations. A relationship when two or more variables change togeth

Spurious correlation – two or more variables appear to be linked in a cause-and-effect

  Relationship, but (a) there is no causal linkage relationship whatsoever and (b) they are linked indirectly by some other causative variable or variables.

LAWS- a regularly occurring association or correlation between two or more variables.

Deterministic law- whenever X occurs, Y always occurs.

Probabilistic law – whenever X occurs, sometimes Y occurs

Theory and theories- broadest sense- thinking about politics as opposed to practicing it. 

   An abstract intellectual exercise. Making generalizations about politics.. general

   Principles or abstract ideas. Normative theory – value centered political philosophy

  Or political thought. A generalization, or set of generalizations, that seeks to explain, and perhaps predict relationships among variables, this is explanatory theory.

Explanation is the main aim of theory in empirical political science.

Hypotheses – is an assumption or supposition that needs to be tested against relative 

   Evidence. Descriptive hypothesis proposes certain facts to be tested. Explanatory

   Hypotheses posit a cause-and-effect relationship between dependent and independent

   Variables that can be tested empirically against evidence.

Models – a simplified representation of reality in descriptive or abstract form

Ideal type – a model of a political or social phenomenon that describes it’s main

    Characteristic features. Coined by max weber.

Paradigm – two meanings. A prime example of a particular phenomenon or pattern

  a particular way of looking at phenomenon, formulating questions and 

  Generalizations, and conducting research.  2nd- a particular form of intellectual inquiry
   Or a specific approach to scientific investigation.

Tautology – circular reasoning. Ascribes causation to the very phenomenon whose causes

   We are trying to explaing. “the same”. Beware using dep variable as an indep variable

   That accounts for it.

Induction – a reasoning process that goes from the the specific to the general. Begin with specific facts or observations, and on the basics of these specifics we devise and over-

  Arching generalization that applies to the phenomenon.  “lead into” generalizations

Deduction -  “if…then’’.  A reasoning process that proceeds from the general to the

  Specific. “lead from”. If A is true, then B must be true, if B true, then C must be true.

  Generalization that covers a wide range of phenom and then applies that generalization

   To specific cases. National wealth promotes democracy in general is example

Multicausality – more causes for a phenom. Simultaneous or in different sequences.,

  Variety of combinations and quantities. MULTI far more likely than Monocausality.
Counterintuitive results – those that run counter to what we expect. Contradict widely

  Held preconceptions or what everybody ‘knows’ on the basis of ‘common sense.’ The 

  Earth is flat example.  Generalizations or commons sense beliefs that don’t ring true

Political Power – the ability to determine or influence the decisions or behavior of gov

  Officials. Power = authority. Legal right of the state and officials to take actions

Political elites – people who have prominent positions in gov and  not that have a real effect of government actions. Primary, secondary = political society, then rest = masses

Oligarchy – rule by a few. Less than 20usually. Share powers among themselves
Autocracy – one person rule. Supreme governing authority, the maximum leader

Political corruption – the illegal or unethical use of political position to provide special

  Advantages for individuals or groups.

State- the totatlity of a country’s governmental institutions and officials, together with the

   Laws and procedures that structure their activities. Authoritative. Monopolizes authorit

Failed state – a state that  has little or no ability to govern it’s entire territory. Cival war,

  Warlords, drug cartels, etc

Sovereignty – key attribute of state. The exclusive legal authority of a government over

  Its population and territory, independent of external authorities.

Autonomy – the relative independence of state authorities from the population. More autonomy, the state free to do what they please.. low = very little room to create laws

Head of state – usually a ceremonial position carries little or no real decision power

Head of government – usually country’s chief political officer and is responsible for

  Presenting and conducting principal policies. Real power, executive branch

Unicameral Legislature – consists of only one house, chamber of parliament
Bicameral legislature – most have two houses, lower and upper. Provides greater repre

  Sentation for population.

Judicial review – the right to invalidate laws made by the legislature and executive bodies

  As  unconstitutional. 

Unitary state – decision making authority and disposition over revenues tend to be 

  Concentrated in the central institutions. France and japan. Little room for subnational

  Authorities to govern.

Federation – combines a relatively strong central government with real authority for 

  Various administrative units below the national level. Regions, states, counties, etc

Confederation – looser arrangement by a weak central government and a group of
  Constituent subnational elements that enjoy significant local autonomy or even

   Independence as sovereign states.

Coup d’etat – forceful takeover of state power by the military

Satisficing – making decisions that are satisfactory, or good enough rather than the best

  Of all available options. Through bargaining process, not necessarily the best decisions

Nation – group of people whose members share a common identity on the basis of distin

  Guishing characteristics and a claim to a territorial homeland. A nation may not have 
 Its own state with it’s own self-governing institutions. 

National Identity – a people’s conscious belief that they collectively constitute a nation.

Nationalism – a consciously formulated set of political ideas emphasizing the distinct

  Iveness and unity of one’s nation, specifying common interests, and prescribing goals

  For action.

Xenophobia – distrust and hatred of foreigners

Self-determination – usually means self-government

Territorial autonomy – self government over its own territory within the structure of a 

  Larger state. Regional or local self-administration to elect its own officials and laws 

  With limited interference from the central government

Nation Building – process of developing a widely shared national identity among a

  Country’s population and an effective, legitimate state. Development of effective 

  Government at the political decision-making level.

Supranationalism – the efforts on the part of two or more countries to limit their 

  Sovereignty by establishing decision making structures over and above their national
  Governments. LIKE EU, laws that are binding on the member states.

