   France and Germany have become two of the most stable democracies that exist today, but, both countries struggled through a turbulent history of changing governments and rulers to the changes brought on through war, occupation, and the growing global economy.  
   Today, France has a mixed presidential-parliamentary system of government in which both the president (head of state) and the prime minister (head of government) have real decision-making powers and influence on governmental policy. Unlike the German president, who is primarily a ceremonial figure, the French President actually nominates his candidate for prime minister for the approval of the lower house of France’s parliament, the National Assembly. Members of the National Assembly are elected to office through a “two-round variant of the single member (SMD) electoral system.”
