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          “…- and we have concluded to test  your sincerity by asking you to send us our wages

            for the time we served you. This will make us forget and forgive old sores, and rely on

            your justice and friendship in the future. I served you faithfully for thirty two years, and

            Mandy twenty years, at $25 a month for me, and $2 a week for Mandy. Our earnings

            would amount to $11, 680. Add to this the interest for the time our wages has been kept

            back and deduct what you paid for our clothing and three doctor’s visits to me, and 

            pulling a tooth for Mandy, and the balance will show what we are in justice entitled to.”

   I think these few lines, and indeed the entire letter written by Jourdon Anderson, is a telling testament as to how, perhaps, the majority of freed slaves actually felt upon finally receiving their just freedoms after so many years of anguish, injustice, pain, and intolerance. Jourdan is rightly filled with resentment, anger, and the knowledge of some ‘special secrets’ regarding his “master’s” behavior and actions, but he tempers his reflections with an almost playful slant that shows how his mind has dealt with all the troubles he was forced to endure as a slave. This is not a piece of ‘property’, property don’t (sic) speak. This is a human being, mindful and clear about how best to react, based on his experiences, when confronted with the suspicious and likely unapologetic rhetoric received from an unrepentant abuser who for years was his keeper. As Maritin Luther King Jr. might say, the content of Jourdan’s character is spirited, righteous, and intelligent enough to be unmoved by the empty offers of his former jailer. I get the sense that, despite all his troubles and his right to be reactionary, uncivil, and furious, Jourdan was well aware of how he wished to portray himself and his character in his letter. He was no longer affected by the past, and no longer willing to be a pawn or to be seen as a godless, unintelligent savage, who could be manipulated by a ‘superior’ white ‘devil’. I think Jourdan knew himself well, had adjusted to his freedom and knew well what it entailed, and, so, he wrote this letter with a smile on his face and a knowing conscience that he was making his point clear: that he would never again have to answer or perform for anyone who claimed eternal title to his body. 
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