 The stewardship committed to us through blessed Peter the prince of the apostles, we have given you an apostolic blessing with hesitation,                                                                                                                           3.10 to henry
You yourself know that you can receive the grace of neither a divine nor apostolic benediction unless those who have excommincated have been from banished from you…..and you have first received absolution and pardon for your transgression with appropriate sorrow and satisfaction.
You should come with a prompt confession to the direction from some religious bishop, who may by license from us impose a suitable peneance.

Henry shows inletters devotion , humility, ‘you commend yourself with every protestation of affection and reverence; yet in fact in deeds you show yourself to be most inflexible and adverse canonical and apostolic decrees in the respects that the church’s religion most strongly demands.

You inflict wound upon wound against the decrees of the apostolic see you have handed the churches of Fermo and Spoleto to certain persons not so much as known to us; whereas it is is not allowed lawfully

It would have befitted your royal position..to have regarded more respectfully the master of the church, that is, bleseed Peter the prince of the Apostles.

So long as we, sinner and unworthy though we are, in his seat and apostolic ministration by divine disposition act on behalf of his power, he himself beyond doubt receives whatever you send us whether in writing or simply in words……he himself marks by precise insight from what disposition of mind the messages proceed. 

Your highness should take care lest any disparity of intention in respect of the apostolic see should be discovered in your words, you do not withhold due reverence not from us but from Almighty God.

The Lord was pleased to say to his apostles and to their successors “he who hears you hears me, and he who despises you despises me”  For we know that who ever does not refuse to show faithful obedience to God does not despise to keep our precepts in things that we say in pursuit of the statutes of the holy fathers as if he received them from the mouth of the apostle himself. 

There is no doubt that the teaching of the apostles and gospel, the base and foundation of which is Christ, should be received and held with all veneration by the faithful through those who have been chosen for the ministry of preaching. 
Fro when there was this year assembled at the apostolic see a synod over which divine governance willed us to preside. … we had recourse to the decrees and teaching of the holy fathers, laying down nothing new, nothing of our own devising.

Just as you are more powerful than the rest in glory, honour, and strength, so you should also be more exalted in devotion to Christ.

If henry had sent wise and religious persons to show why “we might modify a duly published judgement of the holy fathers… you should have approached us.

Lots of advice, threats, admonitions.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3.10

Record of the Lent synod of 1076

The holy Roman church, that is , from their spiritual mother, by the judgement of the Holy Spirit and by the authority fo the blessed apostles Peter and Paul

The bishops of Lomardy,  in despite of canonical and apostolic authority have conspired by oath against blessed Peter the prince of apostles, by the order of this same blessed Peter we suspend from the entire epsicopal office and separate from the communion of the holy church. 

We prohibit from divine service….

-----------------------------------------  fourth book of the Register of Pope Gregory VII, 1076                      4.1

To the faithful, 

We, unworthy as we were, came to the Episcopal office, we have been at pains strenuously and frequently {to warm} him through religious men that he should repent.

by authority of blessed Peter the prince of the apostles we urge you

then under the inspiration of divine power we may at one and the same time so plan and decide that, setting God before man, we may vigorously bring help to the universal church which is just now all but falling.

As the Apostle says, ‘With their mouth, indeed, they confess God; but by their deeds they deny him”

-------------------------------------4.2 to Bishop Hermann of Metz

But as regards the other matters about which you have questioned me, would that blessed Peter might answer through me, for he is often hounoured or suffers injury in me, his servant such as I am.” 
When God three times committed his church to blessed Peter saying, “Feed my Sheep”, he excepted nobody.

And if the holy apostolic see, deciding through the pre-eminent power that is divinely conferred upon it, settles spiritual matters, why not also secular matters?

Perhaps royal dignity excels the Episcopal.   For human pride ahs instituted the former; divine mercy has instituted the latter. The former snatches at vain glory; the latter always aspires to the heavenly life.

------------------------------------------4.3  to the faithful in the German kingdom          1076

Gives his absolution of all sins through apostolic blessing
Henry has been excommunicated in a holy synod by the judgement of the Holy Spirit, 

We wish forthwith to be informed…..so that what should be done may be established, with God’s guidance, by common counsel. We prohibit on behalf of blessed Peter: that none of you should presume to absolve him from excommunication until we are reported to and reply in answer of the apostolic see.\

-----------------------------4.12 to German bishops and lay princes about Canossa meeting with henry 1077

Henry asks for penance, he offers to make satisfaction to God and St. Peter and also to ourself, he would maintain complete obedience, if he could avail to secure from us the grace of absolution and apostolic blessing.

For three days he groveled at the castle of Canossa, crying for the consolation of apostolic mercy. Made them think they were harsh with henry,  above the level of the dutiful and charged “graveness of canonical strictness”. 
King henry’s oath at Canossa, January 28, 1077

Within the term the lord Pope Gregory shall appoint, will make justice according to his judgement or concord according to his counsel for my wrongs. I shall be ready to carry out the same.

----------------------------------sixth book of the Register 1078   To all the loyal in Germany  1078

We have made known at the synod which was held at Rome in Lent of this year. For by the judgement of the Holy Spirit we have decided and ordered that there should take place in your kingdom an assembly of all the bishops

We therefore charge you and command on behalf of blessed Peter….

The chain of excommunication and anathema….so bound by the power of blessed Peter

For we fear God and are daily afflicted for our love of him.

“may the almight God who in all our tribulations pities and consoles us beyond hope and beyond deserving open your heart in his law and confirm you in his precepts, so that, being absolved by the authority of blessed Peter from all your sins, he may bring you to reign in the heavenly kingdom.

-------------------------RECORD OF LENT synod of 1080         7.14

Debar from the favour of St. Peter

Whoever knows himself to have committed some grave offence should entrust his soul to prudent and religious men in order that through true penance he may obtain pardon of his sins. 

To blessed Peter, prince of the apostles, and you, blessed Paul, doctor of the peoples….I , though altogether unworthy have placed in  your throne.

I have not chosen you but you have chosen me, and you have placed upon me the most heavy burden of your church. You have ordered me to ascend upon a high mountain and to proclaim and announce to the people of God their offences and to the sons of the church their sins.

He had not restored henry to the kingdom of Germany, he restored him solely to communion.

King Rudolf was ready to be obedient to me in all things, sending his son and a faithful subject’s son as well as hostage , a guanantee as to what  he was promising.

At length, at God’s inspiration as I believe, I laid down in the same synod that there should be an assembly in the parts beyond the mountains, 

Wherefore, trusting in the justice and mercy of God and his most gracious mother, the ever-virgin Mary, relying upon your authority,  I subject the oftmentioned Henry …and his supporters to excommunication.

And again o behalf of Almighty God, and of yourselves prohibiting to him the kingdom of the Germans and of Italy, I take away from him all royal power and dignity, and I forbid that any Christian should obey him as king.

Gives Rudolph the crown, elected by Germans, “to show faithfulness to you, on your behalf I give, bestow, and grant to all who faithfully adhere to him absolution of all sins and , relying with confidence upon you, I bestow your blessing in this life and the next.

